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 “STACK SOME STONES”  

“Now choose twelve men, one from each tribe. Tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the very place 
where the priests are standing in the middle of the Jordan. Carry them out and pile them up at the 
place where you will camp tonight.’” (Joshua 4:2-3 NLT)  
A week from now we will be celebra=ng the Thanksgiving Holiday. Its origins are a =me set apart 
from all others to give thanks to God for His provision, protec=on, and presence. The first 
Thanksgiving was a 3-day harvest feast for the pilgrims, about 50 of them, and 90 Wampanoag tribe 
members. Turkey was not on the menu at that ini=al feast so we should never give Thanksgiving the 
tag “Turkey Day”. I hate that phrase. The supermarkets would be happy to sell us turkey to eat any 
and every day of the year! On our agenda here at TLC is a worship service on the eve of 
Thanksgiving, Wednesday the 24th of November at 6:00pm, followed by a ”Pie Social” =me of food 
and fellowship. I can say that my family will be ea=ng turkey on Thanksgiving Day, but that bird will 
not be the center of the celebra=on. Giving thanks to God is a path to greater blessings. Let me take 
you back about 3,500 years to the =me that Joshua led the people of Israel, God’s chosen and holy 
na=on, across the dried-up Jordan River into the land of promise, to give it to them as their 
inheritance. Once all the people came up from the river God gave Joshua the command that is listed 
above…“Now choose twelve men, one from each tribe. Tell them, ‘Take twelve stones from the very 
place where the priests are standing in the middle of the Jordan. Carry them out and pile them up at 
the place where you will camp tonight.’” The reason for this was to make a memorial, something 
that would cause God’s people to remember the miracle that He had done for them in stopping a 
mile wide raging flooded river allowing them to safely enter the land that He had given them. It was 
to be a las=ng reminder as genera=ons to come would see these stones and ask why they were 
there, to be told of God’s goodness from the genera=on before. The stones are s=ll there. 
Remembering God’s goodness leads us to give thanks for that goodness. Remembering God’s 
goodness also gives us greater faith and trust going forward for when we face obstacles that seem 
too large for us overcome. The message to us is this, when God carries us in His loving arms through 
the difficult stretches of life, we should stack some stones in our mind and in our heart. Build a 
trophy room for those rock piles, so that the next =me that trouble or struggle comes you can go in 
there and remember how the Lord has delivered you from similar situa=ons in the past. If He was 
there for us then He will certainly be there for us now. Throughout the Bible God constantly assures 
us, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” That’s a promise, and the next promise that God fails to 
keep will be the first! That’s a promise that we can build our life upon, a founda=on of faith, trust, 
peace, contentment, joy, and generosity. Thanksgiving is not a day, but rather an a_tude, one that if 
maintained consistently leads to more and more blessing…more of that peace that passes all 
understanding…that the world so desires but will never find apart from God. So, “Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good. His love endures forever!” (Psalm 136:1) And remember, it’s NOT Turkey Day…
turkeys are not par=cularly fond of Thanksgiving day at all. 


