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 “A BIG BIG DAY AHEAD” 

This Sunday, March 8th is going to be a BIG day in the four and a half year life of Trinity 
Lutheran Church of SW Florida. We will be holding one joint worship service at 
10:00am, and that will be followed by a “Church Picnic Style” barbecue lunch sponsored 
and hosted by the Board of Elders. Now you may be wondering “Why in the world are 
we doing this?” To that question I have a one word answer…”BONDING!” As we have 
two regular worship services during “The Season”, which is roughly late October into 
April we run the risk of becoming two separate churches that share the same space at 
different times. We do have our Wednesday Fellowship Buffet dinners most months, but 
as this is the Season of Lent that’s not possible. Wednesdays are already taken up with 
our Lenten worship services. Even then, the attendance at our midweek dinners may 
rise to around a hundred people, but we have over 200 regular and associate members 
along with our friends of the congregation. With a joint service and barbecue we have 
the opportunity for even more togetherness…there are over 150 currently signed up to 
attend, and quite a number beyond that who have yet to sign up but we’re quite sure 
that they will be there. Another “BONDING” opportunity is that of coming together and 
getting better acquainted with your elder. Each elder will be seated for lunch with his 
flock of members and friends. As we have added two new elders these flocks have 
been slightly rearranged and added to as we have also welcomed new members into 
our midst. Oh, and there are a couple more reasons why we’re doing this on the first 
Sunday of March. One, this weekend the time changes to Daylight Saving. That means 
an hour of early Sunday morning disappears, which potentially would lessen the 
attendance at the 8:30am worship and overcrowd the 10:30 service. We will have more 
seats available outside than in. Number two…BECAUSE WE CAN! This is Florida and 
the weather is going to be nice. The forecast for Sunday is for sunny skies and a high 
temperature of 75 to 77 degrees. It will be chilly early, around 50, but by the time we 
begin it will be warming into the upper 60s and low 70s. Finally…WHAT DO YOU NEED 
TO BRING? Nothing but you and your family, and friends might be a good idea to invite 
as well. We’ll make room and have enough food. Other than that, there is nothing else 
you need to haul along with you. The Board of Elders is arranging for all the chairs and 
tables, along with providing all the utensils, food and drink. Remember…there IS such a 
thing as a free lunch, and it’s happening here this Sunday. There will be a basket out for 
a free will offering which will be sent to Living Water Lutheran Church at the Beach up in 
Mexico Beach of the Panhandle. They are now making plans and raising funds to 
rebuild their church building which was totally destroyed in Hurricane Michael a year 
and a half ago. They worship outside so why can’t we? 


