
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry   TBOTB 116 

1 “I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.” 

 
2 “When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 

You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.” 

 
3 “In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, 

I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, 
I’ll be there as I have always been, with just one more surprise.” 
 

4 “I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.” 

 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 

Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work 
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1 
P  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 
C  The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
P  They are planted in the house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of our God. 
C  They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green, 
P  To declare that the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 
 



Song of Praise 
Shout to the Lord   TBOTB 198 

Chorus  Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing power and majesty, praise to the King; 
   Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name. 
   I sing for joy at the work of Your hands, forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand; 
   Nothing compares with the promises I have in you. 
 
Verse  My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like You, 
   All of my days I want to praise the wonders of Your mighty love: 
   My Comfort, my Shelter, Tower of refuge and strength; 
   Let every breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You. (Chorus) 
 
   Nothing compares to the promise I have in You. 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P We pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22–24 
 22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its 
young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear 
branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort 
will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green 
tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 1 Psalm 1; antiphon: v. 6 
1Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers 
4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 
 1We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4For while 
we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
 6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by 
sight. 8Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due 
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your 
conscience. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those 
who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right 
mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15and he 
died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Jesus, Name Above All Names   TBOTB 134 
 Jesus, name above all manes, Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 



 Emmanuel, God is with us, Blessed Redeemer, living Word. (repeat) 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 4:26–34 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts 
and grows; he knows not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
 30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, 
when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden 
plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He did not speak to them without a parable, but 
privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,     
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 
783 Take My Life and Let It Be 

1 Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
2 Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
4 Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                               “New Growth” Mark 4:26–34 
 



Hymn of Response 
Here I Am, Lord   TBOTB 86 

1 “I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin My hand will save.  
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my Light to them? Whom shall I send?” 

 
Chorus  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night. 
   I will go, Lord, if You lead me. 
   I will hold Your people in my heart. 
 
2 “I the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my Word to them. Whom shall I send?” (Chorus) 

 
3 “I the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts are satisfied. 
I will give My life for them. Whom shall I send?” (Chorus) 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear 

us. 
  
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us 
and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all 
false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills 

may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in 
need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience 

before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome 

the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Welcoming of New Members 
 

Offering 
 

Benedicamus LSB 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 
725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 
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