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 STEALING OUR JOY? 
“Joy to the world…the Lord is come” 

I’m remembering back to my undergrad days at the University of Wisconsin; back to the 
mid to late 70s. As an 18, 19, 20 year old, Christmas was a big deal to me, and so was 
school. We were on the semester system, which meant that the end of the first one 
came just before Christmas, with the climax being final exams over that last week. 
Invariably, I always seemed to have my final final on December 23rd…in the afternoon. 
Talk about a “Killjoy”! Maybe I was one of the few who took these tests seriously (I 
highly doubt that) but it sure put a damper on the spirit of my Christmas. The attention 
and stress of higher education was severely cutting into my ability to appreciate and 
celebrate all that I wanted Christmas to be. Today I think we’re doing the same thing. 
Over the course of the last few decades we’ve added so much to this holiday; so much 
more to plan, to prepare, to put on and to attend that a great deal of stress has been 
added to the Christmas routine for many of us. Because of all the hubbub the true joy of 
Christmas is being lost. Let me give you an anecdotal example. In the 10+ years that I 
have been in pastoral ministry the attendance at the churches that I’ve served has 
steadily decreased on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, in spite of attempts to tweak 
the worship times to be more “accessible” to folks’ Christmas celebration traditions. This 
has happened at a time when the Sunday worship attendance was increasing in both 
locations. What could cause this? I have a theory. That is, that as people’s Christmas 
celebrations get more crowded, as more things to get to are added, the Baby Jesus 
gets crowded out. “Add an extra family/friends gathering? Well then, I guess we won’t 
be getting to Christmas Eve worship this year.” Being with family and friends is a 
wonderful thing, and can enhance our joy, but the true joy that comes to the world in 
Christmas is found only in the Lord…in the Savior…in the Babe of Bethlehem in whom 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. If the “busy-ness” of the season and our 
celebration steals that joy from us everything else will ultimately leave us empty. This 
sinful fallen world, and our enemy the devil are trying to use Christmas against us, 
twisting it around and changing its meaning. You’ve no doubt seen and heard the 
phrase “Keeping Christ in Christmas”. For it truly to be Christmas He will always be 
there. The question is, as time goes on will we continue to remember Him, to recognize 
Him and receive Him? That all begins with keeping Christ not only in, but at the center 
of, OUR Christmas! 

“JOY TO THE WORLD, THE LORD IS COME” He comes to you, and for you 


