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 “I’M BUT A STRANGER HERE”  

“For our ci)zenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  
Philippians 3:20  

It was exactly a year ago today that our tour group to the Holy Land arrived in Tel Aviv. It was with a sense of 
relief considering the growing Covid-19 pandemic, great excitement, and perhaps even greater faGgue, that we 
disembarked from our aircraJ and entered the terminal at Ben Gurion InternaGonal Airport.  

This was the view as we entered baggage claims and 
customs. NoGce the wriGng in English on the leJ and 
Hebrew on the right. Remember to read the Hebrew 
from right to leJ (backwards) if you want to know 
what it says. All throughout our trip we’d see signs, 
almost always in three languages, Hebrew, Arabic and 
English, that reminded us that we were not in our 
usual locaGon…at home in Florida in these United 
States.  

 

We all had a wonderful experience in Israel, learning an 
incredible amount about the life and culture there, and 
deepening our understanding of the Biblical events that 
occurred in this part of the world 1000s of years ago. 
Having to leave without seeing and experiencing 
everything that was on our iGnerary I hope to return to 
the Holy Land again someday, but just like in last year’s 
visit only for a short period of Gme. Israel is a wonderful 
place to visit, but Gulf Cove, Florida is my home. It’s 
where I feel I belong…where I’m supposed to be. Our 
sojourn through this life and this world is oJen a restless 
one because this really isn’t our home either. Our eternal 
(forever) home is in heaven with God our Father and with Jesus our Savior. That’s where we are supposed to 
be and when we’re away there is a certain amount of anxiety and discomfort. There seems to be even more of 
that in recent months, for obvious reasons. The truth is that we’ll be restless unGl we return home to heaven, 
to spend eternity in the loving presence, face to face with Jesus our Savior. Yes, there are some enjoyable Gmes 
in this life, moments of great joy and peace, but those Gmes are fleeGng. The Gme is coming, and it’s likely 
sooner than we realize, that our joy and peace will be complete and unending. 


