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 “THE END IS NEAR”  
“Concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” 
Ma$hew 24:36  
We’re coming up on the end of another Church year. Advent begins at the end of the month (September 29th) 
so that means there are but three more Sundays to go before this parFcular year in the life of the liturgical 
Church draws to its close. Now that we’ve passed All Saints Day our a$enFon is focused toward the second 
coming of Christ, and the judgment and eternal kingdom that He brings with him. When will that happen? 
That’s a quesFon that has been taken on by countless Bible scholars and theologians. Why? I don’t know. It 
seems pre$y clear that no one on earth is going to be able to figure it out. In Ma$hew chapter 24 and 25 Jesus 
teaches about the end of this age, the great and magnificent day of the Lord. He makes it clear that no one is 
going to know exactly when that will be, not even the angels of heaven or He himself! The Apostle Paul says 
that it will come like a thief in the night. (1 Thessalonians 5:2) Thieves don’t typically announce their intenFons 
and presence. The point that Jesus and the apostle are stressing is that we should not be taken by surprise, we 
are to be ready for that day to come. What it means to be ready will be the main point of the preaching in this 
Sunday’s worship services. It all boils down to having a saving faith in Jesus as our Savior and knowing him 
personally. Many people in this world profess such a faith and claim to have a personal relaFonship with God in 
Christ Jesus, but the Christ that they confess is not the true Christ, the one that Scripture tesFfies to. The have 
made for themselves a false Christ, fashioned a\er their own desires and interests, made in their own image. 
For them, the ulFmate day of the Lord, his imminent return will be a horrifying surprise, more aptly described 
as a shock. The salvaFon that they are expecFng to receive in all its fullness, and an eternity of heaven will be 
replaced by an eternity of separaFon from God, his love, and all goodness. We don’t know all the details of 
what hell will be like, but if God is not present there then there is nothing to check and suppress evil. Hell was 
never meant to be a place that any human would be eternally condemned to, it was created for Satan and his 
fallen angels. (Ma$hew 25:41) God doesn’t send people to hell either, rather people choose it for themselves 
by rejecFng the promise the salvaFon offered in Christ and following their worldly idols. In the end, God allows 
people to choose for themselves. If you want no part of the true God, then He will allow you that decision. All 
of this may sound awfully harsh, and it is. But we must remember, God is perfect; holy and righteous, and He 
demands perfecFon from us in order to come into his presence. “You therefore must be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” (Ma$hew 5:48) Knowing that we could never be perfect, due to our fallen sinful 
nature, and the sins that result from it, He sent his Son into the world to be perfect for us, and then by way of 
his sacrificial death and resurrecFon for our forgiveness give us that perfecFon, his righteousness, as a free gi\ 
of faith. A right relaFonship with God is not something that we can bring about. Gedng right with God is 
impossible. But at the same Fme it’s not something that is required of us. By faith in Jesus Christ, and all that 
He has accomplished for us, we are made right with God as a gi\ of divine grace. By being united to Christ’s 
life, death, and resurrecFon. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creaAon. The old has passed away. 
Behold, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 5:17) 


