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 “ARE YOU ESSENTIAL”  
He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the whole world. 1 John 2:2  
Since this “pandemic” (simply a more alarming term for an epidemic that has crossed interna;onal boundaries) 
overtook us and certain business and ac;vi;es were shut down and stay at home orders given there have been two 
words, of the same root, that have been of high importance; “essen;al” and “nonessen;al”. If the business you’re 
in and the service that you provide is deemed essen;al you can con;nue in opera;on, subject to condi;ons. If 
whomever makes the decisions says that you’re nonessen;al you’re then forced to close up shop and wait for the 
;me that the “all clear” is given to return to work. The word essen;al derives from the La;n word essen;a, which 
emerged out of the Greek “ousia”, which means “being” or “essence”. The number one defini;on listed in the 
dic;onary (I used Dic;onary.com) states that this noun means “absolutely necessary; extremely important.” So, if 
your being, who you are, is “absolutely necessary; extremely important” you are indeed essen;al. But who makes 
that call? Just who gets to be the arbiter in terms of all humanity of who that applies to and who it does not? 
Throughout the history of the world military and poli;cal rulers have tried to take that power for themselves, and 
for a ;me seemed to wield it successfully (example: Adolf Hitler in 20th century Nazi Germany), but that ;me has 
always been limited. Their reigns of terror have always been temporary. So, who then DOES make this ul;mate 
determina;on? I think you know where I’m going here…that would be only God, the Almighty Creator and Sustainer 
of all things. In truth, the decision has already been made for us in the person of Jesus Christ, God in human flesh 
who dwelt among us and who dwells among us s;ll through His Holy Spirit. As Jesus began His ministry, returning 
from the wilderness aZer being tempted by the devil, John the Bap;st sees Him approaching and says to his 
followers “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) It’s the Apostle John who is 
responsible for recording that truth and for giving us the one above. He [Jesus] is the atoning sacrifice for ours sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for the whole world. (1 John 2:2) A closer transla;on to the original Greek word that 
John used for atoning sacrifice is “propi;a;on”. There is nothing incorrect about labeling Jesus as the atoning 
sacrifice…He most certainly is…but the word propi;a;on goes a bit farther in describing to us what He did in His 
life, death, and resurrec;on for us. That word adds the reality that Jesus is also the sa;sfac;on of all that God the 
Father demanded be done for our forgiveness and salva;on. He sa;sfies God righteous wrath against all sin and 
sinners. His death is the climax of all that need to be done to win for us forgiveness and therefore jus;fica;on 
before our Holy God. As Jesus dies, He cries out “It is finished” (John 19:30). Everything that needed to be done had 
now been accomplished for us. We don’t have to add anything to it. We can’t add anything to it, and we dare not 
even try to add anything to it. In death, Jesus becomes that Lamb of God who has taken away the sin of the world…
our sin and everybody else’s. The bo_om line of this becomes that in the eyes of God, of Jesus, who ul;mately 
decides who is essen;al, you are “absolutely necessary; extremely important”! As a ma_er of fact, you are so 
important to Jesus that He willingly went through with all of this, and He’d do it again if He had to…but He doesn’t 
have to. The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 6:10 The death he died he died to sin, once for all. Yes, Jesus died and 
rose again for you, and for me, but He didn’t stop there. He died as the propi;a;on for all people. To God all the 
people of the world, past present and future, are essen;al too! Jesus died to rescue all people from the power of 
sin, death and hell and to deliver all people into the Kingdom of God by faith. The Christ who ascended and is 
coming again has given us, those who have received Him by faith, the essen;al task of gefng this Good News out 
there to all people who been deceived into thinking they’re nonessen;al in the eyes, mind and heart of God. Seems 
to me we’re all a pre_y big deal! 


