
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–6 

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
 
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 
 
3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain 
 
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Verses 
 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
  
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 254 
P Holy and gracious God, 
C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—

but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 
P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. We live now in His peace and rise this morning to serve 

Him. 
C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 115:11–13, 18; antiphon: Psalm 25:6 
P  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
C  You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield. 
P  The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron; 
C  he will bless those who fear the LORD, both the small and the great. 
P  We will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 



C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
         as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
 

Hymn 
How Great Thou Art 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
    Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain 

 
ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
    And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain 

 
3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 

 
4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain 

Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body 

and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 
2that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, 
my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and 
kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 
 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 5:1–11 
 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, 



therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we 
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 8:27–38 
 27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I 
am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.” 
 34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what 
does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life? 38For whoever is ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,     
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 
739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

1 Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand; 
    I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light. 
    Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

 
2 When my way grows drear, 

Precious Lord, linger near, 
    When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call; 
Hold my hand lest I fall. 
    Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

 
3 When the darkness appears 

And the night draws near 
    And the day is almost gone, 
At the river I stand; 
Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
    Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 



Text: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Sermon                                                                              “Empowered!” Romans 5:1-11 
 

Hymn of Response 
763 When Peace, like a River 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I 

pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen 

 

Blessing                                                                                  Barocha  Card 

P The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you, and give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace 
forever. 

C The Lord be gracious to you, the Lord turn his face toward you, and give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

 

P And all God’s people say, 
C  Amen. 
 

Closing Song 
In Christ Alone Getty and Townend 

1 In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 



 
2 In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 
3 There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 
4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 

Postlude 
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