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“FALL COLORS”
 
On Monday I received this picture from Marion Buie up in St. Albert, Alberta Canada, a 
suburb of Edmonton. Rather pretty, right? (or is that “eh?”)

Fall officially arrived in the wee hours of 
Monday morning, and as you can see the 
leaves are already falling north of the 
border. The forecast up there calls for snow 

to fall this weekend (I’m not making this up…check it out https://weather.gc.ca/city/
pages/ab-50_metric_e.html). A high temperature of 4C is about 39-40 degrees 
Fahrenheit! Notice the pretty color of the leaves. That color appears after the leaves on 
the tree stop producing chlorophyll which is the food that keeps the leaves alive. This 
happens mainly in response to the rapidly shortening length of daylight. In effect the 
tree is causing its own leaves to starve to death, and then it casts them off like last 
week’s brussel sprouts. I can’t imagine how people can live in a place where all these 
leaves are starving to death and yet they do nothing about it! But that’s for another time. 
Down here in warm sunny Florida we are also beginning to notice the emergence of our 
fall colors. 

The gold color in the photo here just about matches the gold 
in the trees up above…but ours is likely to last all winter! 
Along with the gold will come blues, reds, greens, yellows and 
just about everything in between. Before long our roads will be 

full of them just like up north. But unlike our brothers and sisters in colder climes we will 
make sure that our colors are well cared for; properly fed and not cast aside. We 
welcome them back to us, and in truth, wish that they would never leave. So come, all 
you who are weary and burdened by the cold and increasing darkness. Come and enjoy 
with us, the warm glow of the Florida sun. Come and give thanks to Jesus with us for all 
that He has done for us.
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