
Opening Hymn 
717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save sts. 1–4 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 

O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; 
Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand 
From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 
3a Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, 
And give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1, 3a–4): Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Kyrie LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 



P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
752 Be Still, My Soul 

1 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 
2 Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

    To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

 
3 Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 

    And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away. 

 
4 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 

    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this 
world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to 
the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 7:14–25a 
 14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the 
ability to carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 



 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my 
members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day 
763 When Peace, like a River 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 
ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                              “Lighten Up!” Matthew 11:25-30 
 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

    
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 



  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 

flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 

holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Distribution Hymn 
725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Distribution Hymn 
618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
    For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

 
3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

 
4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

 
5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Post Communion Canticle 
 



Thank the Lord LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 
662 Onward, Christian Soldiers 

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 
    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 
Christ, the royal master, 
    Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle 
    See His banners go! Refrain 

 
ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

 
2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
    Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, 
    All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 
    One in charity. Refrain 

 
3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus 
    Constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never 
    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 
4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
    In the triumph song: 
Glory, laud, and honor 
    Unto Christ, the king; 
This through countless ages 
    Men and angels sing. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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