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“MOVING ON” 
When I got home last evening, I was informed that it was time to take down and put 
away the Christmas decorations. I guess I should have seen that coming! Now today 
I am surrounded by the sounds of the same activities here at the church as I hide in 
the office trying to look busy. We have completed our remembrance and celebration 
of the birth of Jesus in Christmas and his revealing as Savior for all people in 
Epiphany. Now we jump ahead about 30 years to his ministry and mission. This 
Sunday we focus on the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan River. Why would He do 
that? The short answer is He does it for us, for you and me, as He takes on our sin, 
our condemnation and our punishment. I’ll have much more to say on that come 
Sunday. Then we’ll watch our Lord in His “Galilean Ministry” as He fulfills the office 
of the Old Testament Prophet in proclaiming God’s Word, performing miracles to 
demonstrate the power of that Word, and suffering for the sake of the Word. The 
Epiphany Season culminates with Transfiguration Sunday as His divine glory briefly 
shines through His humanity before Peter, James and John right before Ash 
Wednesday; the beginning of the season of Lent. During Lent we journey with Jesus 
to Jerusalem, entering the Holy City in triumph on Palm Sunday, and then driven out 
of the same city on Good Friday under the weight of a cross to be crucified and to 
die for our sins accomplishing His mission of the salvation of the world. The climax 
of all human history comes in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior on Easter as 
He destroys the power of sin, death and devil for us and opens the gates of heaven 
to us. Christmas is a wonderful time and deserves to be celebrated, but Christmas is 
just the beginning. We must move on from the manger to the cross, the tomb and 
the resurrection, as without them there would be no real meaning to Christmas at all. 
We are Easter people! That’s why we worship on Sunday mornings as we weekly 
are reminded of the resurrection of Jesus and our coming resurrection to eternal life 
with Him in His kingdom. The Paul reminds us of just how important the resurrection 
is; “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 
vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.” (1 Corinthians 
15:14-17) The truth is that Christ has indeed been raised and our resurrection is just 
as certain. Because Christ has been raised our faith is living and active. Because 
Christ is raised we are cleansed of our sins; washed clean in His precious blood. I 
so look forward to that glorious morning as we shout “He is risen! He is risen indeed, 
alleluia!” 


