
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
646 Church of God, Elect and Glorious 

1 Church of God, elect and glorious, 
    Holy nation, chosen race; 
Called as God’s own special people, 
    Royal priests and heirs of grace: 
Know the purpose of your calling, 
    Show to all His mighty deeds; 
Tell of love that knows no limits, 
    Grace that meets all human needs. 

 
2 God has called you out of darkness 

    Into His most marv’lous light; 
Brought His truth to life within you, 
    Turned your blindness into sight. 
Let your light so shine around you 
    That God’s name is glorified 
And all find fresh hope and purpose 
    In Christ Jesus crucified. 

 
3 Once you were an alien people, 

    Strangers to God’s heart of love; 
But He brought you home in mercy, 
    Citizens of heav’n above. 
Let His love flow out to others, 
    Let them feel a Father’s care; 
That they too may know His welcome 
    And His countless blessings share. 

 
4 Church of God, elect and holy, 

    Be the people He intends; 
Strong in faith and swift to answer 
    Each command your Master sends: 
Royal priests, fulfill your calling 
    Through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service— 
    Sing His praise, His love declare. 

Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 



 

Introit Psalm 143:1–2, 8a; antiphon: v. 11 
P  For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 
C  Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
P  Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one living is righteous before you. 
C  Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life! In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit 
that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Joshua 3 
 1Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged 
there before they passed over. 2At the end of three days the officers went through the camp 3and commanded the people, “As soon as you see 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4Yet there 
shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for 
you have not passed this way before.” 5Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among 
you.” 6And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant 
and went before the people. 
 7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you. 8And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you 
shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.” 10And Joshua 
said, “Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth 
is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13And when the 
soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” 
 14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 
15and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the 
water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a 
heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 
completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on 
dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 

Psalm 9 Psalm 9:1–7 
1I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
2I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
3When my enemies turn back, they stumble and perish before your presence. 
4For you have maintained my just cause; you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. 
5You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked  perish; you have blotted out their name forever and ever. 
6The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; their cities you rooted out; the very memory of them has perished. 
7But the LORD sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for justice, 
 

Epistle Romans 8:12–18 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The 
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel John 14:4–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would 
have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my 
name, I will do it. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day 
861 Christ Be My Leader 

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 



Sermon                                                                         “Crossing the River” Joshua 3 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming 
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 

flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  



P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your 
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Distribution 
 

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past sts. 1–6 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
    And our eternal home: 

 
2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
    And our defense is sure. 

 
3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
    To endless years the same. 

 
4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
    Before the rising sun. 

 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
    And our eternal home! 

Text: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Song   
Victory in Jesus 

1 I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, 
How He gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me: 
I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood’s atoning, 
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory. 

Chorus: 
O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever 

 He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood; 
 He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him, 
 He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood. 
 
2 I heard about His healing, of His cleansing pow’r revealing, 

How He made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see; 
And then I cried “dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit.” 
And somehow Jesus came and brought to me the victory. Chorus 

 
3 I heard about a mansion He has built for me in glory, 

And I heard about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea; 
About the angels singing, and the old redemption story, 
And some sweet day I’ll sing up there the song of victory. Chorus 
 

Postlude 
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